
Using	Blogdown	to	Connect	Beyond	the	Classroom
Alison	Hill
rstd.io/blogdown-sdss



Find	me	at...Find	me	at...
	@apreshill	@apreshill
	@apreshill	@apreshill

	alison.rbind.io	alison.rbind.io
	alison@rstudio.com	alison@rstudio.com

http://twitter.com/apreshill
http://github.com/apreshill
https://alison.rbind.io/
mailto:alison@rstudio.com


Technically	trained	and	skilled	justice	seeker	with	over
15	years	hands-on	experience	fighting	crime	in	an
urban	metropolis.

Highly	motivated	individual	with	proven	success	and
drive	against	the	war	on	crime.

Direct	staff	training	to	ensure	timely	assistance	with
law	enforcement	goals.

Demonstrated	proficiency	in	the	areas	of	intellect,
detective	skills,	science	and	technology,	physical
prowess,	and	martial	arts.

RESUME
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"I	web,	therefore	I	am	"I	web,	therefore	I	am	a	spidermana	spiderman."."

-	Yihui	Xie-	Yihui	Xie

https://bookdown.org/yihui/blogdown/


What	is	blogdown?What	is	blogdown?
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What	is	blogdown?What	is	blogdown?
An	An		package...	package...

that	lets	you	create	websites	inthat	lets	you	create	websites	in





Bonus!

You	can	use	R	Markdown!









Adventures	in	teaching	blogdownAdventures	in	teaching	blogdown
Principles	&	Practice	of	Data	VisualizationPrinciples	&	Practice	of	Data	Visualization

Oregon	Health	&	Science	University,	CS631Oregon	Health	&	Science	University,	CS631



First	dataviz	class,	2015First	dataviz	class,	2015



Second	dataviz	class,	2016Second	dataviz	class,	2016



Second	dataviz	class,	2016Second	dataviz	class,	2016
The	final	presentationThe	final	presentation



What	did	we	miss?	�What	did	we	miss?	�
We	need	to	imagine	new	approaches...We	need	to	imagine	new	approaches...

That	entails	shifting	our	emphasis	away	from	individual	charts	to	theThat	entails	shifting	our	emphasis	away	from	individual	charts	to	the
construction,	evaluation	and	delivery	of	the	construction,	evaluation	and	delivery	of	the	products	where	thoseproducts	where	those

charts	appearcharts	appear..

From	From	3rd	Wave	Data	Visualization3rd	Wave	Data	Visualization	by	by
Elijah	MeeksElijah	Meeks

https://towardsdatascience.com/3rd-wave-data-visualization-824c5dc84967
http://elijahmeeks.com/#about


Third	time	is	a	charm!	2018Third	time	is	a	charm!	2018

You	can	help	your	students	look	awesomeYou	can	help	your	students	look	awesome



The	final	project

1	shareable	website

1	about/bio	page

3	dataviz-focused	blog	posts

15	minute	verbal	presentation	of	one	post



So	.	.	.	how	did	it	go?So	.	.	.	how	did	it	go?



What	is	hard	about	teaching	blogdown?What	is	hard	about	teaching	blogdown?



❌	I	thought	I	had	to	also	teach
Git/GitHub	(wrong)

❌	I	thought	I	had	to	also	teach
continuous	deployment	(wrong	x2)

❌	I	didn't	deploy	soon	enough
(wrong	x3)

✅	I	made	everyone	use	the	same
Hugo	theme

✅	I	created	the	site	live	with	them

✅	I	showed	them	how	to	publish
their	sites!	�

Lessons	learned







DANGERDANGER
HUGO	THEMESHUGO	THEMES









Learning	objectives

1.	Showcase	your	data	science	skills	and	projects	with	a	shareable	website

2.	Understand	the	relationship	between	files	on	your	computer	and	the
internet,	and	how	to	connect	the	two

3.	Build	and	deploy	a	static	website	and	edit	and	create	new	content

4.	Communicate	effectively	about	data	and	code	with	words	and	visualizations
using	a	medium	that	scales	beyond	the	classroom



Thank	you!Thank	you!
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