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Check-All vs Forced Choice Effects of List Length Effects of Grouping

Check-All < Forced Choice
➡

Long List < Short List
➡

No Grouping < Grouping
➡

All the alternatives are divided into several 
groups so that respondents can perceive that 
the list lengths of each alternative group are 
shorter than the original.

More a�rmative responses are obtained 
when the number of alternatives o�ered in 
the check-all-that-apply format is small.

It is known that the check-all-that-apply 
format usually yields a smaller number of ap-
plicable items compared with that yielded by 
forced-choice (yes-no) format.

- Web Survey
- Feb. 24 - 25, 2016
- Respondents are Japanese aged 65 or over
- Six respondent groups (500 people each)
- Questionnaires di�ered in response format.
- Each questionnaire consists of 4 questions.

- be easily distracted
- have di�culty sleeping
- easily forget
- easily de�ate
- lost weight
- be easily fatigued
- feel dizzy
- feel feverish
- easily stumble
- have di�culty seeing
- have di�culty listening
- feel awkward
- have a bad back
- have a bad backbone
- have a rough skin
- have a week bladder
- be constipated
- easily choke

Original
(No Grouping)

Grouping
Original

(Long List)
A Portion

( Short List)Check-All-That-Apply

Ave.# : 1.79 < 2.94 (p<.001)
Ave.# : 1.13 < 1.35 (p<.001)

Ave.# : 1.68 < 2.09 (p<.001) Ave.# : 3.97 < 4.46 (p=.003)

Ave.# : 2.21 < 2.68 (p<.001)

Ave.# : 1.33 < 1.60 (p<.001)

Ave.# : 2.99 < 5.92 (p<.001)

Forced Choice

Q1 Symptoms in This Month
- most people are better o�
- your situation is hopeless
- you feel full of energy
- worthless the way you are now
- it is wonderful to be alive now
- you have problem with memory
- you prefer to stay at home
- you often feel helpless
- you feel happy most of the time
- something bad is going to happen
- you are in good spirits
- you often get bored
- your life is empty
- you dropped many of your activities
- you are satis�ed with your life

Q3 Do You Think That ...?

- is not polite
- behaves without much thought
- cannot manage emotion
- is full of energy
- has many possibilities
- is strong physically
- can work hard
- is �exible in their way of thinking
- uses bad language
- is dressed scru�ly
- easily recovers from an injury
- has great sensitivity
- is being spoiled
- is reliable
- is noisy

Q4 Do You Think That Youth ...?

- oral medicine
- topical cream
- eye drops
- suppository
- adhesive skin patch
- inhaled drug
- injection drug
- nose drops

Q2 Regular Medicine

Original Long List (n=500)
A Portion of Original List (n=500)2
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Q2 Regular Medicine

Check-All (n=500)
Forced Choice (n=500)8
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Q2 Regular Medicine

Survey Outline

No Grouping (n=500)
Grouping (n=500)8
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But, we would like to investigate all the items.
Too many items is not prefereble for Check-All.
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