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Engage 
We will start our data story by listening to an episode of the Stats + Stories podcast, “The 
Women of Hull House.” In this episode, Sharon Lohr describes how Florence Kelly and Agnes 
Sinclair Holbrook collected data and created visualizations to show the unequal distribution of 
wealth in 1890s Chicago. The book, Hull-House Maps and Papers: A Presentation of 
Nationalities and Wages in a Congested District of Chicago, Together with Comments and 
Essays on Problems Growing Out of the Social Conditions, published in 1895, stands out in the 
history of statistics because of the amazing visualizations it contained. 
 
Explore 
The first exploration will be guided by People Count! (And Their Data Stories) using data from 
the International Data Base (IDB), a resource provided by the US Census Bureau. In this activity, 
students will use data from the IDB to investigate changes in population over time. The 
exploration is described in an article in Statistics Teacher.  
 
Our second exploration will use the Common Online Data Analysis Platform (CODAP) to 
explore data from the American Community Survey (ACS). This portal retrieves a random 
sample from the ACS. Here’s an example activity. 
 
The final exploration will use Census at Schools and iNZight to create a data story. The 
background for this exploration is described in Statistics Teacher. We will start with a 2 Min 
Stats video on random sampling from Laber Labs. 
 
 
 

https://statsandstories.net/society1/the-women-of-hull-house
https://statsandstories.net/society1/the-women-of-hull-house
https://archive.org/details/hullhousemapsan00unkngoog
https://archive.org/details/hullhousemapsan00unkngoog
https://archive.org/details/hullhousemapsan00unkngoog
https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/international-programs/about/idb.html
https://www.statisticsteacher.org/2020/04/03/teaching-module-people-count-and-their-data-stories
https://concord-consortium.github.io/codap-data-interactives/sdlc/plugin/index.html
https://learn.concord.org/resources/1240/california-american-community-survey-acs-data-portal?parentPage=/dynamic-data-science
https://ww2.amstat.org/censusatschool/
https://inzight.nz/
https://www.statisticsteacher.org/2017/02/25/using-educational-technology-to-support-k-12/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RSLmQzz_jg&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RSLmQzz_jg&t=11s


 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
You will find more lesson plans in Statistics Teacher. Celebrate Mathematics and Statistics 
Awareness Month by telling your data story!  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0RSLmQzz_jg&t=11s
https://www.statisticsteacher.org/category/stew-lesson-plan/

