
The geographical fragmentation of industrial production alters many of the stylized facts on 

which trade models are based, with profound economic and social implications at home. To 

guide policy makers, theory and statistics should go hand in hand: it is important to develop 

the right empirical tools to back academic research and identify gaps that require further 

attention. The presentation builds on this relationship between trade theory and statistics and 

suggests a road map for empirical work. 


